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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 

Description, Pages 

1-4 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 -1 8 received on 08.04.2004 with letter of 06.04.2004 
Drawings, Sheets 

1/2-2£ as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55,2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: . 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that.the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

S the claims, Nos.: 19 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-18 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-18 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-18 




No: 


Claims 





2. 



Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: DE-A-1 580 269 (Linke-Hofmann-Busch GmbH, Jan. 7, 1971) 
D3: US-A-6 244 803 (Parish et al., Jun. 12, 2001) 

Re Item V 

1 . The document D3 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1 , and shows a barrier net across a space defined by the fuselage of an 
aircraft and a floor of the aircraft according to the preamble of claim 1 . 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from the closest prior art in that neither the 
first nor the second plurality of lengths is parallel to the floor. 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as 
providing a barrier net having a more even distribution of the load around the 
fuselage. 

The lengths disclosed in document D1 are either parallel or vertical to the floor 
and no hint can be found to solve the above problem according to the present 
invention. 

Document D1 discloses a partition net for transport vehicles having first and 
second lengths transverse to each other and the lengths being diagonal with 
respect to the cargo compartment, i.e. non of the lengths is parallel to the floor. 
However, the disclosed partition net comprises only four fastening means each in 
a corner of the cargo compartment whereas the barrier net according to the 
present invention has fastening means at each end of the lengths. In the 
configuration according to D1 the non-parallel lengths do not lead to a more even 
distribution of the load around the vehicle structure, said non-parallel lengths 
appearing to be an arbitrary choice. There is no evidence given in D1 that the 
configuration would yield a more even load distribution. Hence, document D1 
would not prompt the skilled person to solve the above problem according to the 
present invention. 



Neither does one of the remaining documents cited in the search report show or a 
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suggest a solution to the problem. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT) and considered 
as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

Claims 2 to 18 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements 
of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

Further observations 

2. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 



3. 



Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 and D3 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. 



10/50143? 

DT^sc'd PCT/PTO t 3 JUL 2004 

CLAIMS 



1 . A barrier net across a space defined by the fuselage of an aircraft and a floor of the 
aircraft comprising a first plurality of parallel lengths orientated in a first direction transverse 
to a second plurality of parallel lengths orientated in a second direction wherein the lengths 
have fastening means at each end which provide a means for fastening the net to attachment 
points on the aircraft fuselage, characterised in that neither the first nor the second plurality of 
lengths is parallel to said floor. 

2. A barrier net according to claim 1, wherein the first plurality of lengths are 
transverse to the second plurality of lengths at substantially right angles. 

3. A barrier net according to either claim 1 or 2, wherein the first plurality of lengths 
are orientated at an angle of 45 9 relative to said floor. 

4. A barrier net according to any preceding claim, wherein the lengths are secured by 
securing means at the regions at which they cross. 

5. A barrier according to claim 4, wherein the securing means comprises stitching at 
the regions at which the lengths cross. 

6. A barrier net according to claim 4, wherein the securing means comprises knots at 
the regions at which the lengths cross. 

7. A barrier net according to claim 4, wherein the securing means comprises knotless 
intersections at the regions at which the lengths cross. 

8. A barrier net according to any preceding claim, wherein the fastening means 
comprise shackles. 




9. A barrier net according to any preceding claim, wherein at least some of the 




fastening means comprise quick release fastenings. 

10. A. barrier net according to any preceding claim, wherein at least one of the first 
plurality of lengths is attached to the same attachment point in the aircraft as one of the 
second plurality of lengths. 

11. A barrier net according to any preceding claim, wherein at least some of the first 
plurality of lengths comprise lengths of textile webbing. 

12. A barrier net according to any preceding claim, wherein at least some of the first 
plurality of lengths comprise lengths of rope. 

13. A barrier net according to any preceding claim, wherein at least some of the first 
plurality of lengths comprise lengths of plastics fibre material. 

14. A barrier net according to any preceding claim, wherein at least some of the first 
plurality of lengths comprise lengths of metallic fibre cables. 

15. A barrier net according to any preceding claim, wherein at least some of the 
second plurality of lengths comprise lengths of textile webbing. 

16. A barrier net according to any preceding claim, wherein at least some of the 
second plurality of lengths comprise lengths of rope. 

17. A barrier net according to any preceding claim, wherein at least some of the 
second plurality of lengths comprise lengths of plastics fibre material. 

18. A barrier net according to any preceding claim, wherein at least some of the 
second plurality of lengths comprise lengths of metallic fibre cables. 



